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Discussion Responses.
Question 1: Discuss bribery. Would actions, such as politicians adding earmarks in legislation or pharmaceutical salespersons giving away drugs to physicians, constitute bribery? Identify three business activities that would constitute bribery and three actions that would not. Your response should be 75 words in length.
Bribery is an act that involves giving or receiving something of value in exchange for some sort of influence or action in return. Politicians adding earmarks in legislation or salespersons giving away drugs to physicians are not bribery since it is the role of politicians to do so while it is also the role of salespersons to give such products especially while doing product promotion. Giving some cash to get a job, giving cash to attract priority on a service and policemen receiving cash from a suspect to let go of the case, constitute bribery. Buying your child a gift, giving church offering and paying someone for a service does not constitute bribery.
Question2: If you owned a small business, would you develop a code of business conduct? If yes, what variables would you include? If not, how would you ensure that your employees were following ethical business standards? Your response should be 75 words in length.
Yes. I would develop a code of conduct that would guide each employee when they are employed in my organization. This would assist them to know what is expected of them thus making sure they remain within the ethical standards. Variables such as integrity, law-abiding, respect and honesty would be key in the code to make sure the employees are well acquainted with them during their stay at the office.  Such variables have a possibility of strengthening the employees' relationships within the organization. 
Question 3: Why should firms formulate and implement strategies from an environmental perspective?
Since the sustainability report reveals the impact of the firms' operations to the environment, there is need to have strategies that aim at developing green businesses through alteration of environmental damaging enterprises and business ethical practices. Besides, firms could include an environmental representative on their board of directors, conduct regular environmental audits, implement bonuses for favorable environmental results, become involved in environmental issues and programs, and incorporate environmental values in mission statements. Therefore, such formulation and implementation aim at environmental protection.
Question 4: What do you feel is the relationship between personal ethics and business ethics? Are they or should they be the same? Your response should be 200 words in length.
Personal ethics are what determines what an individual believes to be right or wrong while business ethics refers to an acceptable code of conduct that governs a business environment. There is a close link between the two since some of the values in the business ethics are borrowed from the personal ethics. Even though personal ethics depends on factors such as the environment in which an individual is raised etc., there is still acceptable personal ethical behaviors that are acceptable in the business environment while others are not. Better personal ethics can determine whether someone will be able to adhere to the business ethical code or whether they will not be able to. This is because if what an individual believes to be right is considered wrong by the organization then the probability or failing to observe them remains high.
No. they need not necessarily be the same. This is because the personal ethics are shaped through various experiences which are determined by the environmental surrounding, religious believers and also sociopolitical environment. They, therefore, vary from one individual to the next which make it hard for them to be the same as the business ethics. Furthermore, the business code of conduct varies from one business to the next depending on their specific objectives.
